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The Motor townsite is nestled under a steep bluff overlooking the Turkey River a few
miles south of Elkader. Included in this nomination are the bridge, the mill, the
cooperage, the smoke house, the old inn, and the livery barn. A1l structures were
part of the original town and are in good condition.

'Tﬁéwﬁ;}dééwiSwngrattuTruss model, and is basically two segments, with the junction
of the two segments resting on a limestone platform set in the river. It is one
lane with the road bed made of wooden planks.

The mill is a very large limestone block building with a wood shingled gable roof.

and symmetrically placed openings. It measures approximately 50 feet wide, 60 feet
long and 85 feet high, and is six and one half stories tall. Three sides are laid
with carefully chipped and rounded stone, the fourth is laid with square-cut stone.
The bottoms of the four original burr stones still remain in place on the first floor.
In the basement a portion of the dumb-waiter remains, and scattered throughout the
interior are portions of grain shutes. A1l other original machinery has been removed,
and the building is used to store hay. Many of the windows have been knocked out by
vandals along with many of the floorboards on all floors. The interior walls are
still plastered, and iron rings used to tie up horses are still found imbedded in

the north outside wall.

At one time the dam was about 200 feet upstream, and the water entered the mill through
two large flume entrances at the lower level. It was claimed at the time of its
operation that the large dam and waterwheel located at the mill insured a minimum

of 250 horsepower even at low water.

Despite years of neglect, the mill shows no signs of settling; the solid and massive
interior beams indicate ithat the mi1l should stand another hundred years.

The cooperage is right across the road from the mill and was built at the same time.
It is a two and one half story limestone block building with a gable roof (wood
shingles now covered with sheet metal).

Like the mi1l, it features walls of chipped and rounded stone, heavy stone sills and
lintel beams, and is now used for hay storage. It has four symmetrically placed
windows per floor and an inside end chimney on the east end. The west end has three
single openings (with one slightly enlarged to admit farm machinery) but the east end
has only two small windows with wood lintels and sills in the top half story, placed
on either side of the inside end chimney. Each floor is one large room, with the
outstanding feature of the interior huge fireplace in the east end.

Down the road about fifty yards to the west is the smoke house, made out of square

cut limestone blocks. It is square shaped with an asphalt covered gable roof. The

south side has one small opening, and the west side has a small window and a double
wooden door. A lean-to located on the north side of the structure is used for hay

storage. The building itself is now used for the storage of oats.

Turning the corner and going another 50 yards down the road to the north is the old
Motor Inn, now a farm house and still in very good condition. Built out of uncoursed
1imestone and rectangular in design, it has a small porch on the second floor in the
southeast corner. The windows, (six over six lightsg are placed symmetrically and
have stone lintels and sills. The gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles.



Form No. 10-300a

(Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MAY 24 1978
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . AUG 2 1977
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED -
CONTINUATION SHEET  One ITEM NUMBER 7/ PAGE TWO

The old livery barn stands next to the old inn and is built next to the bluff to
accomodate easy entrance of animals and machinery to the second floor. The basic
structure of the barn is still evident although its appearance has been changed in
order to make it adaptable as a modern barn. Specifically, the roof has been raised,
a shed added to the southeast corner, and the original sliding door altered.

,/ Other buildings in the immediate area and not included in this nomination include a
¢ brick chicken coop, a garage and assorted other farm-related structures and sheds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Motor townsite is significant as an abandoned town still containing many of its
original buildings. In addition, the towering Motor Mill remains in structurally
solid condition and is one of the few remaining mills in Iowa.

| Motor was founded in the early 1860's when three men, John Thompson, J. P. Dickinson
and James 0. Crosby formed a partnership to build a grist mi11, saw mi1l, farm and
a town at the site of what they modernistic¢ally cdlled Motor. It was to be located .at
the site of an earlier saw mill called Hastings Bottom. Flushed by their recent
successful founding of Elkader, they were also confident of creating a prosperous
town at Motor.

They started in 1867 with the construction of the mill and the cooperage, according to
local tradition employing German stone masons from the nearby town of Communia.
Construction was completed in late 1869, and by 1870 the mill was in operation. An
advertisement in the Clayton County Centennial boasted that, "oats, rye and barley

are ground for stock feed, corn is turned into meal, buckwheat ground for pancake
flour, and wheat is milled into bread and pastry flour."

With the mill prospering, Motor was officially platted in 1875, and plans were made
for the expansion of the town. An inn and a livery stable were built, and Mr.
Thompson and company also made plans for railroad service to Motor. The McGregor
Times reported in December, 1874 that: '

"The Eastern (narrow gauge) has been completed to the mouth of Dry Mill
Creek and within four miles of Motor. A station house has been erected
and Patrick Heendan is station agent. The work on the Motor extension

is to be prosecuted during the winter without cessation."

The railroad never made it, however, as a flood washed out all of the ties and
the cost of repair was, apparently, too much for the failroad cdampany to _overcome.

Although the failure of the railroad's arrival effectively sealed the town's doom,
the mill continued in operation for a few more years. By the 1880's, however,
g#inch bugs had invaded the area, driving out the area wheat farmers. This final
ow finished off the town; the mill was apparently closed by 1882. The original
partnership dissolved into legal squabbling, and the property was auctioned off by
district courth in 1891. Mr. Louis Klink purchased the property in 1903; sold the
mill machinery and used the remaining buildings for his farm operations. The town-
site is now owned by his children, Mr. Ernest Klink and Mrs. Mabel Klink Pust,
who rent the land for farm purposes.
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Addenda, #8; Estimated dates of construction;
Mill; between 1867 and 1869
Cooperage: between 1867 and 1869
Inn: unknown, possibly in late 1870's
Liv§ry Sta?le: probably 1870's, but after 1868 (that year a blacksmith arrived in
the town
Smokehouse: unknown, but possibly the same time as the Inn
Bridge: begun 1868, completed 1869
Note: The mill was practlcally the only reason for the town's existence, and is
known to have been losing money by the 1880's, so it is most likely that the
inn and livery barn were built before then.

Addenda and Revision, #10

A. Revised UTM: 1 15/634875/4740720
15/634920/4740460
15/634730/4740420

: 15/634-(7:3&/47404-29—‘ k8o

oEE

Verbal Description: W.5SE4SE4 north and east of the Turkey River, T92N R4W, Sec. 6

Boundary discussion: The boundaries of the Motor Mill townsite are fairly arbi-
trary. The townsite is located within a very much larger area, all of which is owned
by the Klink family. The boundaries of the townsite have been drawn to include all
of the structures listed in the nomination (plus several agricultural structures which
are later additions and unrelated to the town of Motor: this property is a working farm),
and the wooded area to the top of the bluff behind the structures on the east side of
the river, which is important for the ''setting'' of the townsite, as is the road itself
and a narrow strip of land on the west side of the road. During the time period con-
cerned in this nomination, the road was a link between Communia and points south, and
the county seat, Elkader, and other towns, to the north. Proximity to this road, as
well as river conditions suitable for milling purposes, probably determined in large
degree the spot chosen for the town of Motor.



